Ask The Experts

Michael J. Baxter
has a diploma in Animal
Science from McGill
University and is an

W equine sport therapist

k'« and researcher who
operates the International
Academy of Equine
Therapy in Warendorf,
Germany—the Web site is iaest.de. A native
of Canada, he has worked with international
show jumping and dressage team riders from
Germany, Spain and the United States.

)
g
A
£
=
-

Muscle Atrophy in the Back

My Trakehner mare, whom I've
been training in dressage for over a
year, has developed some muscles in the
area of the sacroiliac joint on the right
and left side of the spine in the loin area.
At first, I thought this was a sign that she
was developing good muscling, but I also
noticed that the muscles in the saddle
area, including the withers, are very
poorly developed. What does it mean
that only the muscles around the sacroil-
iac joint seem to be developing?
Camille Hansen
Burbank, California
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